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Immediate Interest In maintaining their Inheritance or their
lawless acquisitions against the murmuring hopes of freedom,
An English fleet helped to batter down the will of Norway
and to compel her to take Bernadotte as her master. In
Hanover torture and the wheel were restored without a
protest At Madrid, at Naples, and at Turin, the English
Minister was Metternich's loyal ally, in his attempt to suffo-
cate constitutional government and to expand the authority
of Austria. When the Bourbon convolvulus stretched once
more round the bruised ambitions of constitutional freedom
in Naples and in Spain, no English Minister Intervened
either at Naples, where intervention was easy, or at Madrid,
where it was difficult, to protect populations from the worst
effects of that blighting and deadly embrace. Encouraged
by Austria, and not discouraged by England^the Ferdinands
set to work with blithe alacrity to destroy the Constitutions
that had been promised to their subjects? whilst English
diplomacy was used, happily in vain, to induce Sardinia to
accept Metternich's dangerous alliance. The policy on
which England and Austria agreed in 1814 was Pitt's policy
of making Europe a continent of garrisons. It was in Fox's
spirit that a generation later English diplomatists were all
eager to make Europe a continent of peoples.